
15TH DISTRICT 2021 SESSION REVIEW

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
The 105-day, remote legislative session ended on April 25. It was truly a 

legislative session like no other.
As your state lawmakers, we advocated for a more open and inclusive 

legislative process. However, the majority party opted for a closed system that 
did not allow for the public to be on the Capitol campus. While people were 
able to participate remotely, it was no substitute for in-person committee 
testimony, seeing our constituents in the House and Senate galleries, and 
hearing the voices of groups assembled on the Capitol steps. We believe there 
could have been a setting that allowed for more public involvement while still 
following the safety protocols that were already well-known.

In this newsletter, we highlight some of the successes of the 2021 legislative 
session – including policies and projects that will benefit the communities 
of the 15th District. We also discuss our disappointments, including an 
unsustainable state operating budget, a new income tax on capital gains, and 
regressive policies that will make life more expensive, including higher gas 
and diesel prices.

Many of you have contacted us with concerns about the governor’s 
decisions related to COVID-19. We understand how some of these decisions 
have devastated livelihoods and dreams. Our letters to the governor and pleas 
to the majority party to enact emergency-powers reform were largely ignored. 
This is disappointing. The Legislature must rein in the governor’s emergency 
powers and provide you a greater voice in the decisions that impact your 
lives.

While the Legislature only meets a few months each year, we are your 
full-time state lawmakers. Please don’t hesitate to email, call, or send us a 
letter with your ideas or questions. Our offices can also assist you with your 
interactions with state government. We look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Sen. Jim Honeyford 
R-Sunnyside

Rep. Bruce Chandler  
R-Granger 

Rep. Jeremie Dufault 
R-Selah 

Serving Eastern Yakima County including Selah, Moxee, Wapato, Toppenish, Zillah, Granger, Sunnyside, Grandview and part of Yakima.

Toll-free Legislative Hotline for ALL members: (800) 562-6000
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Historic support for broadband in final capital budget
15th District priorities reflected in approved 2021-23 spending plan

Unlike the state operating budget, the next two-year state capital 
budget was approved with unanimous, bipartisan support in both 
the House and Senate. The $6.3 billion spending plan would 
invest a record $413 million toward the expansion of broadband, 
including $50 million in bonds for Sen. Honeyford’s new program 
dedicated to seeking potential federal match opportunities 
(Senate Bill 5357).
This budget is designed to meet many of the pressing needs that 
have perhaps always existed but have been highlighted by the 
pandemic. 
The capital budget’s funding for broadband includes:

• $326 million for the State Broadband Office;
• $60 million to the Public Works Board specifically for 
broadband;

• $25 million to the Community Economic Revitalization Board 
(CERB); and

• $2 million for the Department of Natural Resources for 
broadband-related projects.

Everything from e-commerce and education to telemedicine 
and precision farming has come to rely on equitable access to 
broadband. Addressing the broadband needs of our communities 
was one of our top priorities this session.

The budget also includes $19.4 million in critical funding for water, 
school construction, community projects, and other infrastructure 
needs in the 15th District, including:

• $4.2 million for Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District;
• $3 million for Boise Cascade Mill Site cleanup (Yakima);
• $1.65 million for Astria Toppenish Hospital;
• $1.5 million for Perry Tech (Yakima);
• $1 million for Crusher Canyon Sewer Line (Selah);
• $856,000 for the Selah-Robert Lince ELC and Kindergarten;
• $300,000 for the Granger Historical Society Museum 
(Granger);

• $642,000 for Yakima’s Miller Park (Yakima);
• $508,000 for Sundome reflectors (Yakima);
• $300,000 for the Selah-Moxee Irrigation District;
• $21,000 for the Toppenish Junior Livestock Facility Planning; 
and

• $235,000 for the Yakima Valley Fair (Grandview).
The budget also includes $8 million to award competitive 
grants to state agricultural fairs for access and safety 
improvement projects.



Murder hornets beware!  
Bill to extend the life of the Invasive Species 
Council becomes law
In a unanimous vote, the Legislature approved my bill to extend 
the life of the Washington State Invasive Species Council and 
its mission to protect the state’s environment and economy 
from harmful nonnative plants, insects, and animals.
Invasive species represent one of the greatest threats to 
Washington’s plants, animals, insects, and businesses. The 
Legislature established the council in 2006 to provide policy-

level direction, planning, and 
coordination on how to address 
the problem. 
While it was initially intended 
to be disbanded at the end of 
2011, the council received two 
extensions, moving its end date 
to June 30, 2022. The change in 
law made by Senate Bill 5063 
extends the expiration date to 
June 30, 2032.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT  SENATOR HONEYFORD
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Aviation-revitalization loan bill signed by governor
Senate Bill 5031, which passed the Legislature with unanimous 
support, establishes the Community Aviation Revitalization 
Board to provide loans to small airports – many of which 
need better access to financing in order to invest in critical 
infrastructure projects.

This loan program gives some of our smaller airports the ability to 
make the updates they need to attract new business and increase 
their financial integrity, which will be more important than ever in a 
post-pandemic recovery.
In 2018, the Senate passed a similar bill, which failed to move 
in the House. Language in the 2018 capital budget, however, 
created the new aviation-loan program and provided a $5 million 
appropriation to be deposited into a new revolving-loan account. 
Several attempts to codify the program since then have failed to 
make it across the finish line, until this year. 
It’s been a long journey getting here, but the unanimous vote in 
both the House and Senate this year is a testament to the value of 
this program.

Resolution recognizes Washington’s strong 
relationship with Taiwan
This session, the Washington State Senate recognized the strong 
relationship between the people of the state of Washington and 
the people of Taiwan by adopting Senate Resolution 8612, 
which I was happy to sponsor.
We export $1.8 billion worth of products to our friends in the 
Republic of China (Taiwan), and it is one of Washington’s major 
trading partners. Taiwan is the fourth-largest market for Washing-
ton products in Asia and ranks in the top three for beef, wheat, 
and apples. 
In addition to trade, the people of Taiwan have been good neigh-
bors and good friends to Washingtonians. They share our values, 
invest in our state’s businesses and are there for us in our time 
of need. The people of Taiwan even generously donated more 
than 2,000,000 medical face masks to the people of the United 
States in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
100,000 masks for use by medical personnel, first responders, 
and election-staff workers in Washington. 

 

As our resolution states, “the people of the State of Washington 
and the people of Taiwan are bonded by their shared 
commitment to democracy, human rights, the rule of law, and 
a free market economy.”



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT  REPRESENTATIVE CHANDLER

Wildfire and forest-health bill signed into law 
One of Washington’s most pressing issues of the past 
decade has been the devastation and destruction caused 
by catastrophic wildfires. In 2020 alone, the Department of 
Natural Resources responded to more than 1,850 wildfires, with 
more than 710,000 acres burned and hundreds of homes and 
structures damaged or destroyed.
This session, we were able to pass House Bill 1168, to fully 
fund wildfire prevention and forest health. 
Some regions have suffered through the majority of our 
catastrophic fires, but most every city and town in our state has 
experienced the harmful effects of bad air quality as a result of 
extreme wildfire smoke. 
This legislation will benefit all Washingtonians. It creates a 
dedicated account of about $125 million every biennium. The 
money will be spent on management and restoration efforts, 

such as reducing fuel loads, to make forests more fire-resilient, 
and creating firebreaks to stop swift-moving fires.
Funds will also be spent to upgrade existing equipment, hire, 
and train more firefighters, and strengthen leadership and fire-
detection systems.

Banking water rights 
Water issues aren’t getting as much attention in the Legislature 
with so many other high-profile issues. Water is still our most valu-
able resource, and we passed bipartisan legislation that allows 
the transfer of banked water rights to the state’s trust program for 
a period of up to two years. 
House Bill 1143 allows the transfer without the water-right holder 
having to go through the extent and validity typically required 
to bank rights in the trust program. This legislation specifically 
relates to the Walla Walla Local Water Management Program, but 

we’re hopeful the Walla Walla program’s emphasis on allowing 
local control of water management decision is a model that can 
be implemented throughout the state. 
In the short term, it will help farmers in the Walla Walla Basin who 
have put water back into the river to leave it there and help them 
transition to a new program. The new law provides an efficient 
mechanism for banking water rights to provide stream-flow ben-
efits, while also being protected from relinquishment.

Low-carbon fuel standard and cap-and-tax 
The governor was able to get pieces of his controversial 
climate-change agenda through the Legislature this session. 
The low-carbon fuel standard (LCFS), House Bill 1091, requires 
low-carbon liquid fuels like ethanol, biodiesel, or renewable 
diesel to be blended with traditional gasoline. Fuel producers 
and others who cannot meet these requirements will be 
required to purchase “credits” from businesses that supply low-
carbon fuels or use credits that have been banked in previous 
compliance years.
This is a regressive policy as it will result in higher costs for 
gas and diesel without creating new transportation revenue for 
our state.
The other piece of the governor’s climate-change agenda that 
passed is the cap-and-trade, or cap-and-tax legislation, Senate 
Bill 5126. 
This policy directs the Department of Ecology to implement a  
program to put a cap on greenhouse-gas emissions from certain 

entities and track, verify, and enforce compliance. Under the 
complex and volatile plan, carbon credits will be traded, creating 
a new manipulative market. 
Voters have rejected carbon-pricing schemes in the past. In 
2016, Initiative 732 failed 59%-41% (in Yakima County the vote 
was 67% to 53% against). In 2018, I-1631 failed 57%-43% (it 
failed in Yakima County 70% to 30%).
When the governor signed these bills, he vetoed language 
in both measures that would have delayed the legislation’s 
effective date until the passage of a transportation-funding 
package. He infuriated lawmakers with his actions. Legal 
challenges are expected. In the meantime, his regressive 
climate policies will go into effect, sooner than expected. 
With a potential transportation-funding package looming, 
taxpayers could be facing an additional $9 out of pocket every 
time they fill up their tank with gas. 
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Training Yakima County’s 
youth for high-demand jobs
Rural skills centers like the Yakima Valley Technical School are 
important because students gain skills while in high school that 
lead directly to good-paying jobs upon graduation. The increased 
funding I championed through legislation and the budget will help 
skills centers in Sunnyside and Yakima expand programs in high-
demand fields like construction, cybersecurity, and medical tech. 
You can watch my comments on the House floor asking my 
colleagues to support the funding at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZFpTfg_l5M.

B&O tax exemption 
Many Washington businesses have had to survive several crises 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, including government shutdown 
orders and customers staying away from some stores and public 
places altogether. 
Thankfully, many have been able to keep their doors open 
because of state and federal-assistance dollars. To further 
protect businesses, the Legislature unanimously passed a 
business and occupation (B&O) tax exemption for businesses 
that received COVID relief grants, meaning they won’t have to 
pay taxes on the funds they received to help keep them afloat. 
This was a common-sense move to help businesses that have 
endured the struggles of the past year. I was proud to support it. 

Opposing tax increases and 
supporting $30 car tabs
Despite record revenue from tax receipts and federal subsidies, 
the majority party continues to raise taxes. A new income tax on 
capital gains and a new payroll tax on working families will go into 
effect next year. Property taxes continue to increase as well. This is 
unacceptable. We should be focusing on tax relief, not tax increases, 
especially now when our state treasury is overflowing.
I strongly oppose property tax increases, the new payroll tax, or any 
form of an income tax. Once implemented, income taxes will expand 
to include more people and the rate will only go up.
These tax increases are especially insulting to taxpayers who have 
voted overwhelmingly for $30 car tabs several times only to be 
ignored year after year. When the people speak, the Legislature 
should listen. We should use some of the extra money coming 
into our state to immediately reduce car tabs to $30 and refund 
overpayments made since the voters approved them (again) 18 
months ago.

- 5 -



Columbia
River

Yakima River

Priest
Rapids
Dam

S Wenas Rd

W Nob Hill Blvd

Fruitvale Blvd
E D St

Ames Rd

S
 5

2n
d

 A
ve S
 1

0t
h 

S
t

Zillah

Yakima

Wapato

Union Gap

Toppenish

Sunnyside

Status

Selah

Moxee

Mabton

Granger

Grandview

YAKIMA COUNTY

KLICKITAT COUNTY

KITTITAS COUNTY

GRANT 
COUNTY

B
E

N
T

O
N

 C
O

U
N

T
Y

82

97

12

22

223

97

82

241

24

821

 

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
SEATTLE, WA

PERMIT NO. 1885

Senator Jim Honeyford
Representatives 
Bruce Chandler & 
Jeremie Dufault
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, Washington 98504-0600

Legislative Hotline: 1-800-562-6000

15TH DISTRICT 2021 SESSION REVIEW

15TH DISTRICT 2021 SESSION REVIEW

Serving Eastern Yakima County including Selah, Moxee, Wapato, Toppenish, Zillah, Granger, Sunnyside, Grandview and part of Yakima

Serving Eastern Yakima County including Selah, Moxee, Wapato, Toppenish, Zillah, Granger, Sunnyside, Grandview and part of Yakima

15th LD


